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Press Release
Budapest, October 25, 2010

Top Hungarian and German Industrial Organisations Negotiate a Closer Partnership
Hans-Peter Keitel, leader of the Federation of German Industries (BDI), visited Budapest at the invitation of Péter Futó, president of the Business Hungary employer’s association, on October 22. The two leaders discussed how their organisations could strengthen ties and examined opportunities for economic cooperation. They also met Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Zoltán Cséfalvay, state secretary responsible for the economy.
Mr. Keitel, Mr. Futó and Business Hungary’s management examined opportunities for deepening their organisations’ professional cooperation as members of BUSINESSEUROPE, the top employer’s group in the European Union. Business Hungary and the BDI seek a cooperative arrangement that will bring mutual economic benefit and promote stability and growth.
The two business leaders were welcomed by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, State Secretary for Economy Zoltán Cséfalvay and German Ambassador to Hungary Dorothee Janetzke-Wenzel, underscoring the important roles that the BDI and Business Hungary play in the two countries’ economic relations. The meetings focused on high-priority issues such as the upcoming Hungarian EU presidency, energy diversification and green energy; participants also discussed the structures the two countries use for negotiations between business, labour and government. In addition, Mr. Keitel and Business Hungary’s executive council agreed to hold regular consultations that will allow the Hungarian confederation to get a closer insight into Germany’s successful dual vocational training structure. The Hungarians will get a chance to acquaint themselves with German best practices in other areas as well.
“BUSINESSEUROPE’s Council of Presidents meeting, which will be held in Budapest in June 2011, is hugely significant for us. It will give us a chance to sum up the experiences and the tasks resulting from Hungary’s EU presidency. We therefore believe that it is very important to prepare for next year’s Council through official meetings and strategic partnerships. Since Germany is, on the one hand, Europe’s leading economic force, and on the other hand, Hungary’s most important economic partner, it is very important for us to achieve closer cooperation based on mutual interests; we can use this cooperation to exploit opportunities in third countries,” said Mr. Futó, who is also vice-president of BUSINESSEUROPE.
Mr. Keitel added, “Hungary and Germany are closely interlinked – not only as political partners within the European Union, but also economically. Germany is by far the most important trading partner for Hungary, ahead of Austria, Russia, Italy and France. More than a quarter of Hungary’s 2009 trade was with Germany. I am looking forward to continuing the close cooperation between our two countries especially in view of the Hungarian EU presidency in the first half of 2011.”
Mr. Keitel has been at the helm of BDI, Germany’s biggest industrialist group, since January 2009. Mr. Futó has led Business Hungary, known by its Hungarian acronym, MGYOSZ, since 2008.
The Confederation of Hungarian Employers and Industrialists (MGYOSZ), established in 1902, represents more than 60% of Hungary’s private sector in terms of invested capital, revenue and employee numbers. The confederation, also known as Business Hungary, comprises 15 regional and 51 professional federations. Business Hungary has been a member of BUSINESSEUROPE since 2005.

The Federation of German Industries (Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie (BDI)), established in 1949, is the umbrella organisation for German industrial businesses and industry-related service-providers. It represents 36 professional federations, more than 100,000 enterprises and nearly 7 million employees. The BDI is a member of BUSINESSEUROPE and its president, Hans-Peter Keitel, is a member of BUSINESSEUROPE’s executive board.
BUSINESSEUROPE, established in 1958, is Europe’s most influential employer’s organisation. It comprises 40 confederations in 34 countries, including 20 million companies that employ a total of 106 million people, from small-scale enterprises to multinationals. BUSINESSEUROPE appointed Mr. Futó as vice president from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2012, a term that will cover the entire half year of Hungary’s EU presidency.
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